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library  Plans  oj  Ralph  Adams  Cram  Highlight  2001  Spring  Meeting 


Professor  Ailecn  "Ninic"  Laing 
'57,  Art  History  Department, 
spoke  to  the  Friends  of  Libraries  at 
the  Spring  2001  meeting  concern- 
ing the  Centennial  Exhibit  she  was 
preparing.  Tlie  exhibit,  "Street 
Briar  College  and  Ralph  Adams 
Cram:  Dreams  and  Reality," 
opened  in  the  Fall  in  celebration  of 
Sweet  Briar  College's  100  tears. 
Below  is  part  of  her  text  from  the 
exhibition  catalog  that  concerns  the 
Mary  Helen  Cochran  Library. 

A  library  is  the  soul  of  an 
academic  institution 
and  righdy  should  be 
singled  out.  Today  Cochran 
Library  is  elevated  on  a  grassy 
ridge  with  Fletcher  and  Bene- 
dict acting  as  Hankers  to  the 
main  structure,  but  when  the 
College  opened  in  1910,  the 
library  was  housed  in  a  room 
on  the  second  floor  of"  the 
Academic  building.  By  1921 
the  facilities  in  Academic  ( hav- 
ing swelled  to  three  rooms) 
were  totally  inadequate,  and 
in  1922  the  "Little  Green 
Hut"  [now  the  Music  Box] 
was  converted  into  the  library. 
Miss  Dee  Long,  English  pro- 
fessor 1919-50,  reminisced 
about  "the  sun  pouring 
through  the  windows,  the 
"intimacy  with  the  books... all 
about  you,  waiting  to  be 
picked  up  and  read."'  '  She 
also  recalled  Sunday  evenings 
when  faculty  and  students 
would  gather  around  the  fire- 
place for  readings.  But  by  the 
mid- 1920s  this  new  space  had 
become  too  cramped  to  hold 
the  growing  collections,  and 
President  Meta  Glass  began  to 
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Plate  1.  The  Plot  Plan  of  1928 
prepare  for  a  new  building.  In 
her  later  reminiscences  Presi- 
dent Glass  said  that  Ralph 
Adams  Cram,  the  College 
architect,  made  "many  trips" 
to  Sweet  Briar  about  the 
Library.  The  Plot  Plan  of 
1928  placed  the  library  in  the 
position  of  honor,  the  spot 
that  Cram  had  initiallv  desig- 
nated for  the  domed  Com- 
mencement Hall.  [Plate  1] 

One  surviving  presentation 
drawing  for  the  new  library 
shows  a  rectangular  building 
with  a  Corinthian  temple  front 
elevated  on  an  arcaded  base. 
[Plate  2]  It  sits  between  Acad- 
emic and  Fletcher  but  is  dis- 
connected from  both.  Another 
phase  in  the  design  process 
exists  as  an  illustration  in  the 
campaign  literature  and  in  the 
Longitudinal  Section  dated 
December  22,  1927  [Plate  3]. 
This  version  flattens  the  temple 
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Plate  2.  A  proposed  library  plan  of  the  1920s 
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Plate  4 


end;  Corinthian  pilasters 
replace  the  columns  and  the 
base  consists  of  one  arch  that 
seems  to  be  the  entrance  door. 
The  most  distinctive  element 
in  this  design  is  the  way  in 
which  the  library  is  connected 
to  Fletcher  and  Academic  by 
an  arcade  and  the  presence  of  a 
domed  terminus  on  each  side, 
reminiscent  of  the  Pavilion. 

In  June  1924  President 
Glass  asked  the  Board  to 
approve  plans  for  the  new 
library  "in  general"  so  work 
could  begin  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. They  "agreed  that  plans 
approved  by  the  donor,  the 
administration  and  the  archi- 
tects, would  be  agreeable  to 
them."-  Mr.  Fergus  Reid  led 
the  campaign  and  became  the 
primary  donor,  naming  the 
library  for  his  mother,  Mary 
Helen  Cochran. 

The  presentation  drawing 
of  the  "Proposed  Library"  of 
October  1928  is  essentially  the 
building  as  constructed  [Plate 
4].  Like  one  of  the  earlier 
drawings,  it  is  separated  from 
its  neighbors,  and  like  the 
other,  the  facade  uses 
Corinthian  pilasters  rather 
than  columns.  The  most 
important  change  is  the  reori- 
entation so  the  broad  side  of 
the  building  has  become  the 
main  facade;  the  temple  front 
has  been  replaced  with  a  hori- 
zontal cornice  and  balustrade. 
Thus  Cochran  Library  became 
a  sibling  of  Academic  and 
Fletcher  rather  than  a  more 
exotic  cousin. 

Architecturally,  it  is  the 
richest  building  on  the  campus 


with  faint  echoes  from  Inigo 
Jones'  Banqueting  House 
constructed  in  the  early  seven- 
teenth century  as  part  of 
Whitehall  Palace  in  London. 
The  central  brick  block 
enriched  with  limestone  details 
projects  above  and  slightly  in 
front  of  the  wings.  Quoining 
in  alternating  brick  and  stone 
blocks  reinforces  the  solid 
mass  of  die  coiners,  Corinthi- 
an pilasters  articulate  the 
facade,  and  a  balustrade  across 
the  top  provides  a  transition 
between  the  solid  mass  of  the 
building  and  the  open  space 
above.  The  Library  is  elevated 
on  a  podium  base  composed 
of  a  stone  platform  on  which 
the  pilasters  in  the  central  sec- 
tion rest;  a  stringcourse  car- 
ries this  concept  across  the 
wings  to  the  corners.  Elabo- 
rate  entrances  in  each  wing 
announce  that  one  is  entering 
an  important  space.  Semicir- 
cular steps  entice  one  toward 
the  doorway  recessed  within  a 
richly  embellished  frame  that 
is  composed  of  Corinthian 
pilasters.  It  is  surmounted  by 
a  segmental  broken  pediment 
penetrated  by  a  cartouche 
hung  with  swags  of  fruits  and 
flowers. 

In  Sweet  Briar's  usual  dance 
between  dreams  and  reality, 
changes  were  introduced  to 
reduce  the  cost.  On  the  exteri- 
or, limestone  was  replaced 
with  "cast  stone"  and  all  of  the 
window  arches,  except  those 
on  the  main  facade,  were  to  be 
built  m  brick,  using  stone  only 
for  the  keystone.  On  the 
interior,  linoleum  rather  than 


marble  was  to  be  used  on  the 
ground  floor,  except  in  the 
stair  hall  and  vestibule,  and 
several  drinking  fountains 
were  removed. 3 

Despite  these  cost-cutting 
measures  the  interior  of 
Cochran  Library  remains  one 
of  Sweet  Briar's  most  elegant. 
The  Main  Reading  Room 
appears  to  be  a  double  cube 
room  in  the  tradition  of  the 
one  at  Wilton  House,  Wilt- 
shire or  Inigo  Jones'  Banquet 
ing  Hall.  But  in  tact,  it  is  a 
little  wider  and  higher  than  its 
length  would  permit  to  be  a 
copy  of  its  seventeenth  centu- 
ry predecessors.  Once  again 
Cram  has  only  gentlv  linked 
Sweet  Briar  to  its  English 
ancestry.  The  room  is  bright 
and  serene  with  large  round- 
headed  windows  and  white 
plastered  walls  above  the 
bookcases.  The  drawing  of  the 
Second  Floor  Plan  as 
approved  by  Cram  (December 
5,  1928)  contains  a  partial 
detail  of  the  elaborate  plaster- 
work  ceiling.  A  nch  melange 
of  flowers  and  fruits  in  high 
relief  forms  the  border  of  the 
geometric  patterns  in  the  ceil- 
ing, once  again  permitting  a 
comparison  with  English  sev- 
enteenth centurv  plasterwork 
ceilings.  On  one  side  a  study 
balcony  provides  a  quiet  place 
to  work  and  also  allows  a  close 
view  of  the  ceiling. 

The  Browsing  Room  is  a 
quiet  sanctuary  reminiscent  of 
a  library  in  a  private  house.  Its 
paneled  walls,  fireplace,  and 
book-laden  shelves  have,  by 
tradition,  been  associated  with 
Cram's  own  library.  In  .\n 
unsigned  obituary  published 
in  the  Alumnae  News  (Octo- 
ber, 1942),  the  author  states, 
"the  red  background  of  the 
shelves  in  die  browsing  room 
is  a  direct  copy  of  Mr.  Cram's 
own  library."  One  wonders  if 
the  author  was  President  Mcta 
Glass,  as  she  had  \isited  the 
Crams  and  would  have  known 
his  personal  library. 


A  letter  from  Cram  and 
Ferguson  dated  May  27,1929 
made  reference  to  the  design 
for  the  reflecting  pool  in  front 
of  the  library  but  photographs 
of  the  newly  constructed 
building  indicated  that  it  was 
not  built  until  later.  An  eleva- 
tion of  1932  shows  the 
Library  with  a  "proposed 
reflecting  pool"  and  an  undat- 
ed photograph  of  only  a  tew 
years  later  includes  the  pool.4 
By  October  1929  the  Board 
Minutes  record  that  the  build- 
ing "is  practically  completed. 
We  consider  it  a  magnificent 
building  and  do  not  think  that 
any  further  remarks  by  this 
Committee  are  necessary."5 
Considering  that  this  remark 
immediately  followed  the 
Stock  Market  Crash  of  '29,  it 
is  clear  diat  Sweet  Briar's  luck 
continued  to  hold.  One  won- 
ders if  Cochran  would  have 
been  built  at  all  if  the  planning 
had  been  delayed  a  year.  It  was 
dedicated  at  Founders'  Day  in 
October  1929  with  Cram  as 
the  speaker. 

For  information  on  the  web 
concerning  the  Ralph  Adams 
Cram  exhibit  and  symposium 
see: 

http://www.  eeu  ten  n  ml. she.  edit/ 
council/ alum_symposiuml.html 

'  Martin  Lou  Stohlman,  Tlic  Story  of  Sweet 
Briar  College  \  1 956  i,  p    1  64-65 

-  Board  of  Directors'  Minutes,  June  4, 
1428 

'  "(.  changes  in  Plans  and  Specs  tor  Library11 
dated  January  23,  1929.  Carpeting 
replaced  the  linoleum  in  the  Reading 
Room,  die  Study  Gallery  and  the  lobby 
by  the  early  1470s  and  "the  demise  of  the 
'battleship  linoleum1... was  not  regretted 
by  anyone"  according  to  Patricia  Wnght, 
"The  Mary  Helen  Cochran  Library:  an 
Informal  Histonf11  Sweet  Bnnr  Alumnae 
Magazine,  Fall,  1985,  p.4. 

4  The  pool  was  removed  in  the  1960s  but, 
as  a  centennial  girt  to  itself,  the  College 
rebuilt  it,  this  time  with  a  small  fountain 
in  the  center.  I  he  architect  of  the  new 
pool  was  Douglas  Harnsberger  of  Com- 
monwealth  Architects  in  Richmond. 

5  board  of  Directors'  Minutes,  October  24, 

1929. 
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Library  Receives  Gifts  for  Future  Facilities 


The  college  is  considering 
conceptual  plans  for  new 
library  facilities.  In  pursuing 
reaffirmation  of  accreditation 
by  the  Commission  on  Col- 
leges of  the  Southern  Associa- 
tion of  Colleges  and  Schools, 
Sweet  Briar  conducted  a  self- 
study  in  which  it  recommended 
that  Sweet  Briar  demonstrate 
that  the  institution  provides  ade- 
quate physical  facilities  for  its 
library  services.  Hie  institution 
must  address  physical  needs  such 
as  climate  control  with  an  inter- 
mediate plan  while  developing 
long-range  plans  for  a  new 
library.  In  making  its  report, 
the  Visiting  Committee  from 
the  Commission  on  Colleges 
said,   Tlie  physical  facilities  arc 


not  adequate  to  house  the  collec- 
tions and  services  which  the 
library  provides. 

This  situation  was  noted  in 
the  1979  SACS  Reaffirmation 
Report,  saying  that  the 
Cochran  Library  was  wholly 
counter-productive  for  library 
functions  ...  and... on  the  brink 
of  severe  space  shortage.  The 
1990  SACS  Reaffirmation 
Report  said  a  decade  later,  the 
facility  problems  are  aggravated 
by  inadequate  environmental 
control... and  ten  years  of  collec- 
tion growth  which  has  out- 
stripped the  inadequate 
building. 

In  2001,  twenty  years  later, 
the  committee  finds  the  same 
situation,      only      aggravated 


much  the  worse  by  time.  Shelv- 
ing space  is  nearly  gone,  fully 
one-half  of  the  building  is  not 
air  conditioned — none  is  con- 
trolled for  humidity,  lighting  is 
questionable  in  many  places, 
wiring  is  often  inadequate,  roof 
leaks  are  not  uncommon,  and 
there  is  no  easily  accessible 
handicap  entrance/exit.  Build- 
ing limitations  inhibit  better 
services  to  students  and  faculty. 
The  committee  is  pleased  that 
adequate,  appropriate  space  for 
library  services  is  one  of  the 
three  construction  goals  in  the 
capital  campaign.  Therefore, 
the  committee  recommends  that 
the  college  provide  adequate 
physical  facilities  for  the  library. 
Clearly   the    need    for   new 


facilities  is  great  and  the  college 
is  moving  towards  attaining  its 
goals.  Work  at  addressing  a 
variety  of  issues  in  the  current 
facility  to  preserve  the  current 
collections  has  been  done. 

The  College  administration 
contracted  with  the  Boston 
architectural  firm  of  Shepley 
Bulfinch  Richardson  and 
Abbott  to  develop  conceptual 
drawings  of  the  new  library 
facilities  and  two  views  of  that 
work  are  reproduced  here. 

Sweet  Briar  College  received 
verv  few  recommendations 
from  the  SACS  visiting  com- 
mittee signaling  the  excellent 
state  of  the  institution. 

Even  thought  the  plans  for 
renovating  the  library  are  still  in 
the  earliest  of  stages,  there  has 
been  great  interest  from  alum- 
nae and  Friends  in  making  gifts 
towards  the  future  construc- 
tion. There  are  numerous 
opportunities  for  donors 
including  a  number  of  "nam- 
ing" opportunities. 

Anne  Wilson  Rovve  '57  and 
her  husband,  Josiah  Pollard 
Rowe  III  of  Fredericksburg, 
VA,  have  donated  a  million  dol- 
lars to  the  college's  unrestricted 
endowment  for  the  a  newly- 
designed  journals  reading  room 
in  the  planned  library.  Mrs. 
Rowe,  member  of  the  College 
Board  of  Trustees  since  1999,  is 
the  mother  of  Jeanette  Rowe 
Cadwallender  179  and  Flo- 
rence Chancellor  Barnick  '80 
both  of  Fredericksburg,  and 
niece  of  the  late  Jeannett  Stof- 
fregen  Hunter  '21. 

An  architectural  concept  for 
adding  to  and  renovating  the 
existing  library  calls  for  the  new- 
Anne  Wilson  '57  and  Josiah 
Pollard  Rovve  III  Journal 
Reading  Room  to  provide 
ample  natural  light  and  to  over- 
look the  historic  main  reading 
room  of  the  original  Ralph 
Adams  Cram  building.  The 
future  space  is  certain  to  be  one 
of  the  handsomest  environ- 
ments in  the  new  library  addi- 
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tion,  frequented  by  students 
and  faculty  alike. 

The  college  and  library 
community  received  a  shock  in 
March  when  the  news  of  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Antoinette 
(Toni)  Nelson  was  announced 
to  the  campus.  Mrs.  Nelson  has 
always  been  a  big  supporter  of 
the  Friends  and  the  Sweet  Briar 
College  Libraries.  She  was 
especially  pleased  with  the 
plans  for  a  new  library.  She  had 
been  spearheading  a  fund  rais- 
ing effort  on  her  own  to  secure 
funds  for  naming  a  room  in  the 
library  after  her  late  husband. 
Dr.  Lawrence  G.  Nelson, 
English  Professor  Emeritus  at 
Sweet  Briar  College. 

In  this  effort,  Tom  had 
donated  SI  50,000  to  the 
library-building  fund  for  the 
Lawrence  G.  Nelson  Room.  In 


addition  to  private  music 
lessons,  Toni  also  taught  Latin 
and  Augustan  Poetry  at  Sweet 
Briar  and  classics  at  Randolph- 
Macon  Woman's  College.  She 
earned  her  BA  degree  with 
honors  from  R-MWC  and  her 
MA  from  the  University  of 
Michigan. 

Fleming  Parker  Rutledge 
'59  wrote  after  Dr.  Nelson's 
death  in  1970  aDr.  Nelson  and 
bis  wife  Toni  filled  the  house  on 
Faculty  Row  with  their  love  for 
each  other  and  for  all  the  stu- 
dents that  came  to  them.  He 
drew  forth  from  each  of  us  our 
unformed  ideas  and  gave  them 
back  to  us  ariain,  infinitely 
expanded." 

Toni  had  requested  diat  all 
former  students  and  friends  of 
Dr.  Nelson  and  herself  consid- 
er donating  to  The  Lawrence 
Nelson  G.  Room. 


Scenes  from  the  Spring,  2001  Meeting 


Antoinette  Dalton  Nelson 

Antoinette  Dalton  Nelson,  88,  of  Lynchburg,  died  Mon- 
day, March  18,  2002  at  Lynchburg  General  Hospital.  She 
was  the  widow  of  Lawrence  Gerald  Nelson.  Born  Feb.  16, 
1914  in  Holland,  Va.,  she  was  a  daughter  of  the  late  John 
Preston  and  Selma  Butler  Dalton.  She  taught  at  Randolph 
Macon  Woman's  College  and  Sweet  Briar  College  and  was  a 
docent  for  the  Maier  Museum  of  Arts.  Mrs.  Nelson  was  a 
member  of  the  Women's  Club  of  Lynchburg,  the  American 
Association  of  University  Women,  and  St.  John's  Episcopal 
Church. 

Mrs.  Nelson  is  survived  by  one  daughter,  Judith  Nelson 
of  Boston,  Mass.;  one  son,  Lars  Nelson,  of  Glen  Allen;  one 
brother,  Robert  Dalton  of  New  York  City;  two  granddaugh- 
ters, Lori  Nelson  and  Jennifer  Nelson;  and  her  good  friend, 
John  Page. 

A  memorial  service  was  held  Friday,  March  22,  2002  at  2 
p.m.  at  St.  Johns  Episcopal  Church  in  Lynchburg  by  the 
Rev.  Frank  Gasque  Dunn. 

News  &  Artvn>uc  Obituary,  Lynchburg,  VA,  March  20,  2002. 
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Ninie  Laing  receives  a  medieval  hat  from  the  Friends  of  Art 


Dr.  John  Jaffe  studies  a  Nancy  Rasenberger  and  Ninie  Laing 

buttertly  during  the  nature 
walk  with  visiting  author 
Robert  Pyle. 


"Changing  ol  the  Guard"  New  Chairwoman  Jane  Nelson  '66  and 
Retiring  Chairwoman  Nancy  Rasenberger  '51 


Library  Students  Present  Papers 


Fifteen  Sweet  Briar  students  were 
among  the  81  undergraduates 
from  19  Virginia  and  North  Car- 
olina colleges  and  universities  that  pre- 
sented original  research  findings  at  the 
4di  annual  Mid-Atlantic  Regional  Con- 
ference for  Undergraduate  Scholarship 
Oct.  27,  2001  at  Sweet  Briar  College. 
More  than  200  students,  professors  and 
academics  attended  the  two  day  confer- 
ence. Seven  of  the  15  student  presenters 
are  employed  in  the  Sweet  Briar  College 
libraries  as  library  assistants. 

The  conference  was  sponsored  by  the 
Sweet  Briar  Honors  Program,  dedicated 
to  enriching  the  intellectual  life  of  the 
entire  College  academic  community.  The 
program  encourages  all  students  on  cam- 
pus to  participate  fully  in  every  aspect  of 
the  program  through  Honors  Seminar 
courses,  duPont  Scholar  courses,  Honors 
Colloquia,  the  annual  MARCUS  Confer- 
ence, the  Honors  Summer  Research  Pro- 
gram, die  Senior  Honors  Thesis  project, 
and  other  activities  and  events  planned 
throughout  die  year. 

The  seven  Sweet  Briar  College  library 
assistants  that  participated  in  the  MAR- 
CUS Conference  were: 

Intisar  Abdel-AJim  '02 
(Cochran  Archives) 
A  Characterization  Of 
The  Aggressive  Behavior 
Of  Colon  Cancer  Cell 
Lines  SW-480,  SW-620, 
And  HCT  15 

Co-Authors:  Intisar  Abdel-Alim; 
Dr.  Robin  Davies 

Intisar  is  a  senior  from  Doswell,  Virginia 
and  works  in  the  library's  archives. 
Abstract:  Malignant  colon  cell  lines  were 
characterized  and  platinum  and  palladi- 
um compounds  were  tested  as  anti-cancer 
agents  against  the  malignant  colon  lines. 
The  three  malignant  colon  lines  studied 
were  SW-480,  a  primary  tumor  isolated 
from  a  51  year  old  Caucasian  male;  SW- 
620,  a  metastastic  tumor  isolated  from 
the  lymph  node  from  the  same  individual 
from  which  the  SW-480  was  extracted; 
and  HCT- 15,  a  primary  tumor  from  a 


75-year  old  male.  These  three  cancerous 
colon  cell  lines  were  exposed  to  the  fol- 
lowing seven  metal  compounds  synthe- 
sized by  Dr.  Robert  Granger,  Professor  of 
Chemistry  at  Sweet  Briar  College  and 
Yen  Nguyen,  a  2001  graduate  of  Sweet 
Briar  College-  [Pd(dione)phen  C12]C12, 
Pd(bipy)C14,  [Pt(dione)2  ](PF6  )2  II, 
Pd(dione)C12  II,  Cisplatin,  [Pt(dione)3 
](PF6  )4,  [Pd(dione)bipy  CI2]C12  and  it 
was  determined  which  compound  was 
the  most  effective  against  each  malignant 
line.  The  mechanism  of  action  of  these 
compounds  is  currentlv  unknown  and  is 
under  investigation. 

Felicia  Burke  '02  (Interlibrary  Loans) 
Why  Do  They  Do  It?  A  Scholarly 
Inquiry  Into  The  Diverse  Motivations 
For  Collecting 

Felicia  is  from  Vinton,  LA  and  plans  to 
live  in  Forest,  VA  after  graduation. 

Stephanie  Jefferson  '03  (Interlibrary 
Loans)  Characterization  Of  The  Cell 
Line  CHRFz— A  Study  Of  Platelet 
Formation 

Co-Authors:  Stephanie  Jefferson; 
Suzanne  Ziesmann 

Stephanie  is  a  junior  from  Bainbridgc 
Island,  Washington  and  the  rcceipent  of  the 
Summer  Honors  Research  Grant  (2001) 
and  a  research  assistants  grant  from  the 
University  of  Florida  (2002) 
Abstract:  CHRFz  is  a  human  megakary- 
oblastic  cell  line  from  an  earlier  estab- 
lished CHRF  cell  line  taken  from  a  solid 
tumor.  Prior  characterization  of  CHRF 
cells  shows  it  as  an  appropriate  way  to 
study  megakaryocyte  function  and  matu- 
ration. CHRFz  has  since  been  cultured  in 
20%  Fetal  Bovine  Serum  and  Fischers 
Media  for  several  years  and  has  become 
phenotypically  different  from  the  original 
CHRF-including  high  ploidy,  large  size, 
and  process  formation.  CHRFz  cells 
form  processes  60%  of  the  time,  and  the 
CHRF  cell  line  has  not  previously  been 
noted  to  extend  proplatelet-like  process- 
es. The  cells  display  a  doubling  time  of 
approximately  40  hours  in  culture. 
CHRFz  exhibits  the  markers  Platelet  Gly- 
coprotein Ilbllla,  and  Factor  VIII  anti- 


gen, characteristic  of  megakaryocytes  and 
platelets.  The  cells  do  not  express  a  mark- 
er specific  for  t  cells  (CD4),  indicating 
that  it  is  not  biphenotypic  for  the  ery- 
throid  lineage.  Karyotyping  analysis  of 
the  cells  is  still  under  experimentation  to 
test  whether  the  cells  still  exhibit  similar 
chromosomal  markers  as  described  in  the 
earlier  established  CHRF  line.  The  char- 
acterization of  this  cell  line  under  specif- 
ic culturing  conditions  will  provide  the 
scientific  community  with  a  unique  sys- 
tem for  studying  megakaryocyte  proper- 
ties, maturation  and  platelet  formation 
and  release. 

Mariah  McGill  '02 
(Science  Library)  Working 
Class  Heroines:  Jewish 
Women  And  The  Labor 
Movement 
Mariah  is  a  senior  from  Middlebnry  IT 
and  transferred  to  Sweet  Briar  in  the  fall 
2000.  She  is  the  rcceipent  of  the  Summer 
Honors  Research  Grant  (2001) 
Abstract:  The  last  decade  of  the  19th 
Century  and  the  early  decades  of  the 
20th  were  a  period  of  unprecedented 
growth  in  labor  organization.  In  every 
industry  across  the  United  States,  work- 
ers formed  unions  in  order  to  improve 
working  conditions  and  raise  wages. 
Women  were  especially  vulnerable  to 
workplace  exploitation  but  were  rarely 
represented  in  the  unions.  A  variety  of 
factors  such  as  a  common  perception  that 
a  woman's  place  was  in  the  home  and 
fears  that  women  would  steal  men's  jobs, 
led  to  a  widespread  hostility  among  labor 
leaders  and  working  men  towards  work- 
ing women.  In  organizing  unions,  male 
and  female  workers  alike  faced  the  diffi- 
cult problem  of  uniting  workers  from  a 
variety  of  ethnic  backgrounds.  Levels  of 
union  activism  varied  among  ethnic 
groups,  but  regardless  of  ethnic  affilia- 
tion, the  vast  majority  of  working  women 
were  excluded  from  active  participation 
in  unions.  Jewish  women  from  Eastern 
Europe  were  striking  for  their  high  level 
of  involvement  in  labor  organization, 
particularly  in    New  York   City.    Jewish 


women  were  able  to  reach  out  to  women 
workers  across  ethnic  lines,  by  appealing 
to  a  shared  popular  culture  that  glorified 
strong  "plucky"  working  women.  The 
techniques  used  by  Jewish  women  in  the 
1900s  such  as  rent  strikes,  were  widely 
adopted  by  women  all  over  the  United 
States  during  the  Great  Depression. 
Drawing  on  a  variety  of  sources,  includ- 
ing contemporary  newspaper  articles, 
interviews  and  biographies,  this  paper  will 
explore  the  cultural  background  of  Jew- 
ish women  and  the  ways  in  which  this 
facilitated  their  activism. 

Laura  Reither  '02 
(Cochran  Circulation) 
Detection  Of  Triclosan  In 
Geographically-Diverse 
Wastewater  Samples. 
Co-Authors:  Dr.  David  Orvos; 
Laura  Reither 

Laura  Reither  is  from  Sitmmerville,  SC 
and  is  majoring  in  Biochemistry-Molecu- 
lar Biology.  She  will  be  attending  Harvard 
University  in  the  fall  to  pursue  a  PhD  in 
Biomedical  Sciences. 

Abstract:  I  am  examining  the  presence  of 
triclosan  in  geographically  diverse  waste- 
water samples.  Triclosan  is  a  broad-spec- 
trum antimicrobial  added  to  soaps, 
detergents,  toothpastes,  and  even  plastics 
and  textiles.  In  order  to  determine  the 
concentrations  of  triclosan  in  wastewater 
samples,  I  used  a  technique  called  high- 
performance  liquid  chromatography 
(HPLC).  I  was  able  to  detect  triclosan  in 
these  samples  at  concentrations  as  low  as 
one  part  per  billion!  A  second  compo- 
nent of  my  research  is  studying  potential 
bacterial  resistance  to  triclosan.  Triclosan 
inhibits  an  enzyme  involved  in  fatty  acid 
biosynthesis.  The  inhibition  of  this 
enzyme  will  kill  microorganisms.  Muta- 
tions to  this  enzvme  confer  resistance  to 
the  organism.  What  is  perhaps  most  inter- 
esting, however,  is  that  front-line  anti- 
malarial and  anti-tuberculosis  druns  have 


the  same  mechanism  of  action  as  tri- 
closan. I  have  already  isolated  triclosan- 
resistant  bacterial  strains  from  the 
environment  and  am  now  examining 
their  potential  resistance  to  a  drug  used 
to  treat  tuberculosis  (isoniazid)  and  a 
variety  of  antibiotics. 

Monique     Moshier     '02 
(Interlibrary  Loans) 

Structure-Activity    Rela- 
tionships    Of     Catechin 
And       Hydroxycinnamic 
Acid  Derivatives 
Co-authors:  Monique  Moshier; 
Dr.  John  Beck 

Monique  is  a  senior  from  Cherry 
Valley,  CA  and  majoring  in  Bio- 
chemistry/Molecular Biology.  After 
graduation,  she  plans  to  attend 
medical  school. 

Abstract:  It  has  been  found  that 
regular  consumption  of  green  tea 
results  in  lower  incidents  of  breast, 
pancreatic,  colon,  esophageal,  and 
lung  cancers.  This  is  due  to  the  pres- 
ence of  flavanols  and  catechin  deriv- 
atives, strong  antioxidants,  which 
aid  in  preventing  cancerous  growth. 
Previous  studies  have  shown  a  rela- 
tionship between  antioxidant  levels 
and  free  hydroxyl  substituents.  In 
my  investigation  we  have  estab- 
lished a  link  between  reported 
antioxidant  behavior  and  toxicity  to 
brine  shrimp  (Artemia  salina). 
Derivatives  of  catechin  modified  at 
the  alkyl  hydroxyl  group  are  being 
synthesized  to  enhance  brine  shrimp 
toxicity  and  antioxidant  activity  with 
the  inclusive  goal  of  increasing  anti 
cancer  activity. 

Nahliah  Webber  '03  (Art  Library) 
The  Role  Of  The  Post-  Modern 
Woman  In  Islamic  Fundamentalist 
Algeria. 

Nahliah  is  a  Junior  from  Morrisville,  NC. 


SWEET  BRIAR  COLLEGE 
LIBRARY  STUDENT 
ASSISTANTS  NEWS. 

The  Sweet  Briar  College  libraries  employ 
over  80  students  each  year  in  the  differ- 
ent departments.  Here  are  some  awards 
and  endeavors  some  of  the  library  stu- 
dents are  doing. 

Samira  Hossain  '05,  Dhaka, 
Bangladesh  (Cochran  Circu- 
lation) received  the  Interna- 
tional Merit  Scholarship, 
First  Year  Honors  and  a  Fel- 
lowship from  VFIC  to  do  independent 
research  this  summer. 

Monique  Moshier  '02,  Cherry  Valley, 
CA  (Interlibrary  Loans)  is  the  treasurer  of 
SGA,  the  American  Chemical  Society 
vice-president,  and  the  Pre-Medical  Soci- 
ety president. 

Kathlyn  M.  Pierce  '02,  Franklin,  NH 
(Cochran  Circulation)  received  The 
Outstanding  Board  Member  Award  for 
Distinguished  Service  to  the  Capital  Dis- 
trict of  Circle  K  International. 

Megan  Piatt  '05,  Manakin 
|     Sabot,      VA      (Interlibrary 
I    Loans)  received  the  Student 
Research       and       Creative 
Endeavors   Grant  from  the 
President's  Office  for  Spring  2002. 

Jee-Yon  Park  '02,  Chantil- 
ly,  VA.  (Cochran  Circula- 
tion) was  selected  as  a  2002 
Who's  Who  Among  Stu- 
dents in  American  Universi- 
ties and  Colleges. 

Laura  Reither  '02,  Summerville,  SC 
(Cochran  Circulation)  is  the  Sweet  Briar 
College  Presidential  Medallist,  the  recipi- 
ent of  the  James  Lewis  Howe  Award  in 
Chemistry,  the  Mary  K.  Benedict  Scholar 
award  and  the  Barbara  Quilling  Alpha 
Lambda  Delta  Graduate  Fellowship.  Rei- 
ther was  also  selected  as  a  2002  Who's 
Who  Among  Students  in  American  Uni- 
versities and  Colleges. 

^^^^  Virginia  Leigh  Uchello 
b  Jk    '03,  Alexandria,  VA  ( Interli- 

LralJ     brarv   Loans)   was   inducted 

■Hm  I    into  Tau  Phi  and  interned  at 

I    WUSA-TV  (CBS  affiliate  in 

Washington,  D.C)  and  WRC-TV  (NBC 

affiliate  in  Washington,  D.C.) 


Nahliah  Webber  '03,  Mornsville,  NC, 
(Art  Library)  is  a  Dean's  List  member, 
Davenport  Scholarship  recipient  and  a 
Junior  Year  in  France  participant  (2002). 


Sweet  Briar  senior  Amy 
Mullen  '02,  Clearfield, 
PA  (Art  Library)  earned 
the  top  honors  from 
among  57  entries  repre- 
senting 30  colleges  and 
universities  on  Tuesday, 
March  26,  at  the  Ameri- 
can College  Dance  Festi- 
val Association  Mid-Atlantic  Regional 
Festival  for  her  original  dance,  "Groove." 

During  the  preliminary  rounds,  stu- 
dent dancers  perform  for  a  panel  of 
judges  who  select  the  best  to  perform  the 
following  night  at  the  Festival  Gala. 
"Groove"  was  one  of  eleven  dances 
selected. 

Following  the  Festival  Gala,  the  judges 
selected  Mullen  as  the  "Best  Performer" 
and  "Best  Choreographer,"  and  she  was 
invited  to  perform  "Groove"  at  the  10th 
National  College  Dance  Festival  at  the 
John  F.  Kennedy  Center  for  the  Perform- 
ing Arts  May  13-15,2002. 

"This  is  big.  Winning  'Best  Performer' 
was  big.  Winning  'Best  Choreographer1 
was  big.  Winning  them  both  in  one  night 
was  unprecedented,  but  going  to  per- 
form at  the  Kennedy  Center  is  huge — 
beyond  big.  This  is  the  biggest  thing  to 
happen  to  the  Dance  Program  at  Sweet 
Briar  since  it  began,"  said  Ella  Magruder, 
professor  of  dance. 

"It  is  incredible  that  Amy  Mullen  was 
chosen  to  perform  her  dance  "Groove" 
at  the  Kennedy  Center  in  Washington 
D.C..  That  is  an  honor  all  in  itself  but 
then  to  be  awarded  best  choreographer 
and  best  performer,  honors  normallv 
given  to  two  people,  is  amazing.  It  is  like 
one  individual  winning  three  Oscars:  best 
picture,  best  director,  and  best  actor,  a 
feat  that  is  astounding  in  the  world  of  col- 
lege dance,"  added  Mark  Magruder,  pro- 
fessor of  dance. 


ACQUISITIONS 


Art  History 

Hill,  George  Francis 

Italian  Medals  of  the  Renaissance  before  Cellini 
(wo  volumes).  Reprinted  Florence,  Studio  per 
Edizioni  Scelte  /  1978. 

Langedijk,  Karla 

Portrait  Medals  of  the  Medici:  15th  to  18th  Cen- 
turies (3  volumes)  Florence:  Studio  per  Edizioni 
Scelte/  1981-87 

Anthropology/Sociology 

The  Beaulieu  International  Encyclopedia  of  the 
Automobile  &  Motoring;  edited  by  Georgano, 
Nick,  publisher  Stationery  Office  Books  /  2000. 
(2  volumes) 

Biology 

Kuter,  D.  Hunt 

Thrombopoiesis  and  Thrombopoietins:  Molecular, 
Cellular,  Preclinical  and  Clinical  Biology.  Published 
by  Humana  Press  /  1997. 

Classical  Studies 

Thesaurus  linguae  Graecae:  CD  ROM.  Irving, 
University  of  CA,  Irvine  /  2000. 

Classical  Studies 

Apuleius  of  Madauros;  Pro  Se  de  Magia  (Apolo- 
gia); edited  bv  Victor  Munink.  Published  by  EC. 
Gieben  /  1997. 

English 

Sir  Gawain  and  the  Green  Knight  -  videorecord- 
ing.  Films  for  the  Humanities. 

Angela  Carter;  edited  by  Alison  Easton,  New  York, 
St.  Martin's  Press  / 

Bacon,  Francis 

The  advancement  of  learning;  edited  with  an 
introduction,  notes  and  commentary  by  Michael 
Neman.  (Volume  4)  New  York,  Oxford  University 
Press  /  2000. 

English 

Letter  to  Bugenhagen;  Supplication  of  Souls;  and 
Letter  Against  Frith  (Yale  Edition  of  the  complete 
Works  of  St.  Thomas  More) 

Hattaway,  Companion  to  English  Renaissance  Lit- 
erature and  Culture.  Published  by  Modern  Lan- 
guage Assi  ic 

German 

Medieval  Germany:  an  encyclopedia;  edited  by 
John  M.  Jeep.  Published  by  Garland  Publishers  / 
2000. 

Government 

The  Supreme  Court  in  Conference;  edited  by 
Delavan  J.  Dickson.  Published  by  Oxford  Univer- 
sity Press  /  2001. 


History 

Kery,  Lotte 

Canonical  Collections  in  the  Earlv  Middle  Ages 

(ca.  400  1140),  Catholic  University  Press  / 1999. 

Jasper,  Detlev 

Papal  Letters  in  the  Early  Middle  Ages,  Catholic 

University  Press  /  2001 

History 

Freedom:  A  Documentary  History  of  Emancipa- 
tion; edited  by  Ira  Berlin.  Series  1,  Volumes  1-3. 
Published  by  Cambridge  University  Press. 

Italian 

Dizionario  della  fiaba  italiana:  simboli,  personaggi, 
stone  delle  fiabe  regionali,  Roma,  Meltemi  /2000. 

Alighien,  Dante 

La  divina  ommedia  di  Dante  Alighien  nobi  le 

fiorentino,  Firenze,  Academia  della  Crusca  / 

2000. 

Italian 

Colombo,  Cristoforo 

The  journal:  account  of  the  first  voyage  and  dis- 
covery of  the  Indies;  introduction  and  notes  by 
P.E.  Taviani.  Published  by  Istituto  Poligrafico  e 
Zecca  dello  Stato.  (2  volume  set) 

Luperini,  Romano 

La  scrittura  e  L'interpretazione:  storia  della  letter- 
atura  italiana  nel  quadro  della  civilta  e  della  letter- 
atura  delPOccidente.  Published  by 
Palumbo/1999.  (3  volume  set) 

Reference  Department 

Encyclopedia  of  American  Foreign  Policy  -  2nd 
edition.  Charles  Scribner's  &  Sons  /  2001. 

Women  filmmakers  &  their  films;  edited  by  Amy 
L.  Unterburger.  Detroit,  St.  James  Press  /  1998 

Reference  /Latin 
American  Studies 

The  Oxford  Encyclopedia  of  Mesoamerican  Cul- 
tures; edited  by  David  Carrasco.  (3  volumes).  Pub- 
lished by  Oxford  University  Press. 2001 

Riding  Center 

Budianskv,  Stephen 

The  Nature  of  Horses.  Published  bv  Free  Press  / 

1997. 

Studio  Art 

Kentridge,  William 

William  Kentridge;  essavs.  New  York,  Abrams  / 

2001. 

Theatre  Arts 

Croce,  Arlene 

Writing  in  the  Dark,  Dancing  in  the  New  Yorker. 

Published  by  Farrar,  Straus  &  Giroux  /  2000. 


Sweet  Briar  College  Library  Staff  Activities 


Dr.  John  Jaffe 

Dr.  John  G.  Jaffe,  Direc- 
tor of  Libraries  and  Inte- 
grated Learning  Resources, 

was  selected  to  Chair  the 
Leadership  Committee  of  the 
College  Library  Section  of  the 
Association  of  College  and 
Research  Libraries,  he  served 
on  a  Southern  Association 
Visiting  Committee  Reaffir- 
mation Team  in  March,  and 
was  nominated  lor  member- 
ship in  the  Council  of  the 
American  Library  Association. 


Lisa  Johnston 

Lisa  N.  Johnston,  Associ- 
ate Director  of  Libraries, 
served  on  the  American 
Library  Association's  commit- 
tee for  Gay,  Lesbian,  Bisexual, 
Transgendered  Round  Table 
Book  Award,  2001-2003.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  Sweet 
Briar  College  lectures  and 
Events  Committee  and  the 
Diversity  Committee. 
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Marge  Freeman 

Marge      M.       Freeman, 

Head  of  Technical  Services, 
traveled  to  South  Africa  last 
May/June  including  a  driving 
trip  through  out  the  countrv 
several  game  parks.  In  Sep- 
tember, she  and  her  husband, 
Joe,  participated  in  a  Kiwanis 
Club  exchange  with  the  club 
in  Avignon  France  along  with 
others  from  Germany,  Aus- 
tria, and  Belgium.  On  Sept. 
1 1  they  were  awaiting  their 
flight  home  from  Paris  when 
they  heard  the  news  of  the 
terrorists  attacks.  As  the 
result  they  had  an  extra  5 
days  in  Paris  before  they 
could  return  home. 


Liz  Linton 

Liz  Linton,  Serials 
Librarian,  was  recently 
appointed  as  Reference/ 
Instruction  and  Electronic 
Resources  Librarian;  she  also 
spent  the  tall  semester  on  sab- 
batical where  she  worked  on  a 
self-designed  web  class  and  a 
class  on  hypnosis  and  the  uses 
of  trance. 


Joe  Malloy 

Joe  Malloy,  ILL  & 
Branch  Librarian  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  VIVA  (Virtual 
Library  of  Virginia)  Interli- 
brary  Loan  Subcommittee 
and  assisted  in  the  summer 
forum  on  copyright  at  UVA. 
He  was  appointed  the  Virginia 
Commission  of  the  Arts  Tour- 
ing Artist  panel  for  selecting 
Virginia  artist  for  the  stipend 
program.  He  presented  the 
program,  George  Bumann, 
Wildlife  Naturalist,  this  spring 
and  organized  the  first  annual 
State  Fair  of  Virginia  Fiddle 
Contest,  September  29-30, 
2001,  at  the  Richmond,  VA 
fairgrounds.  He  continued  as 
a  First  Year  Academic  Advisor 
and  taught  First  Year  Seminar, 
Women  in  the  Wilds  and  the 
Hiking  the  Bine  Ridjje,  a 
Physical  Education  class. 


■ 


Shirley  Reid 

Shirley  Reid,  Circulation 
Assistant,  was  one  of  22  recip- 
ients of  the  2001  Sweet  Bnar 
College  Centennial  Award.  See 
www.centennial.sbc.edu/award. 


Rosaria  Putz  '88  Branch 
Library  Assistant  is  teaching 
Keyboarding  and  History 
classes  at  National  College  of 
Business  and  Technology. 


Laverne  Paige 

Laverne  Paige,  Technical 
Services       Assistant,      was 

recently  appointed  as  Serials 
Manager.  She  is  a  current 
Sweet  Briar  College  Turning 
Point  student. 

Anne  Richards  '84, 
Director  of  Media  Services 
has  been  extremely  busy  this 
year,  as  always.  She  is  the 
Chairperson  for  the  Amherst 
Counts'  Habitat  for  Humanity 
and  a  board  member  of  the 
Central  Virginia  Training 
School,  the  Department  of 
Social  Services  and  the  Job 
Corps,  the  America's  Promise 
Regional  committee  and  a 
member  of  the  Virginia 
Miniature  Enthusiasts. 

Katherine  Cook  '94, 
Instructional  Technologist, 
is  finishing  up  her  doctorate 
degree  in  Higher  Education 
Administration  at  the  Currv 
School  of  Education  at  the 
University  of  Virginia.  The 
topic  of  her  dissertation  is  The 
Retention  of  Science  Majors 
at  Women  V  Colleges.  She  is 
certified  as  an  Emergency 
Medical  Technician  at  the 
Basic  level  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Orange  Count)'  Rescue 
Squad.  She  was  recently 
accepted  as  a  member  of  the 
Orange  Volunteer  Fire  Com- 
pany— making  her  the  only 
female  firefighter  in  the  com- 
pany. Her  dog,  Teiko  is  train- 
ing to  become  a  search  and 
rescue  dog. 


Tom  Burford  ccDr.  Apple"  Conducts  Apple  Tasting  for  Friends  of  Libraries 


Mr.  Tom  Burford, 
"Dr.  Apple"  spoke 
to  the  Friends  tall 
meeting  about  the  vintage  and 
heirloom  apple  varieties  of 
Virginia.  Burford,  a  native  of 
Amherst  Count)',  Virginia, 
works  internationally  as  an 
orchard  and  nursery  consul- 
tant, specializing  in  the 
restoration,  re-creation  and 
design  at  historic  sites  and  pri- 
vate estates,  as  well  as  for  com- 
mercial and  backyard  orchard. 
Since  the  early  18th  century, 
his  family  has  been  invoked  in 
the  fruit  industry  and  Virginia 
agriculture. 

For  twenty- five  vears,  his 
business,  Burford  Brothers, 
produced  and  marketed  heir- 
loom and  modern  varieties  of 
fruit  trees.  In  1997,  the  nurs- 
ery operation  closed  and  he 
now  devotes  full  time  con- 
sulting to  the  fruit  industry 
and  presenting  workshops, 
seminars  and  tastings.  Bur- 
ford     Brothers      was      also 
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Nancy  Anderson  displays  vintage 
apples  for  tasting 


invoked  in  passive  solar 
building  construction,  the 
design  and  marketing  of 
alternative  energy  products 
and  antique  furniture  repro- 
duction and  restoration. 

Burford  is  the  author  of 
Apples:  A  Catalog  of  Interna- 
tional Varieties,  a  major  ref- 
erence work  on  hundreds  of 
commercial  and  heirloom 
apple  varieties.  He  also  has 
written  numerous  manuals  on 
fruit  tree  propagation, 
orchard  management,  inte- 
grated pest  management, 
orchard  design  and  related 
subjects.  His  most  recent 
handbook  is  Planning  and 
Planting  the  Home  Orchard. 
As  contributing  editor,  he 
wrote  on  fruits  in  Tlie  North- 
eastern Garden  Book  pub- 
lished by  Sunset  Books  in 
February  2001.  In  October 
2001  his  book,  Fruit 
Grafters  Handbook  was  pub- 
lished and  is  available  in  the 
"Gardens  Alive!"  nursery  cat- 
alog. 

Articles  on  his  work  have 
appeared  in  many  national 
publications,  including  House 
Beautiful,  Town  and  Coun- 
try, Mid-Atlantic  Monthly, 
Country  Living,  Southern 
Living,  Garden  Design  Mag- 
azine, Kitchen  Garden,  Blue 
Ridge  Magazine  and 
Gourmet,  as  well  as  newspa- 
pers worldwide.  He  has 
appeared  twice  on  National 
Public    Radio's    All    Things 


Tom  Burtord 

Considered  and  his  life  as  a 
fruit  explorer  was  described  in 
the  recently  published  book 
Apples  by  Frank  Browning. 

Burford  conducts  apple- 
tastings  and  seminars  annual- 
ly at  Old  Sturbridge  Village 
in  Massachusetts  and  at  Jef- 
ferson's Monticello  in  Vir- 
ginia, as  well  as  national 
historic  mux  and  hi  >rtu  nltur.il 
organizations. 

The  Sweet  Briar  College 
Friends  of  Libraries  apple  tast- 
ing yielded  these  results: 

APPLE  TASTING 
RESULTS 

1.  Winesap 

2.  Ralls 

3.  Albemarle  (Newtown) 
Pippin 

4.  Three  way  tie:  Stayman, 
Virginia  Gold,  Cox's 
Orange  Pippin 

5.  Esopus  Spitzenburg 

6.  Two  way  tie:  Arkansas 
Black,  Golden  Russet 

7.  Grimes  Golden 

8.  Calville  Blanc  d'Hiver 


Burford  added  after  the 
results  were  in,  "The  winesap 
apples  were  the  'old-fashion' 
ones  that  are  noted  for  its 
vinous  flavor;  so,  its  high  rat- 
ing is  not  surprising.  Many  of 
the  modern  strains  of  Winesap 
are  not  verv  flavorable." 


"Dr.  Apple"  prepares  Friends  for  the  next  variety. 


Rate  on  .i  scale  from  0  to  9  the  apple 
varieties  lasted  Zero  (0)  represents 
unpalatabU  and  nine  l'  denotes  an 
ecstatic  taste  experience.  After  the  tast- 
ing, leave  a  cop)  of  the  rating  sheet  with 
Tom  Burford.  Your  evaluation  will  pro- 
vide  useful  information  for  consumer 
preferences.  Comments  are  particularlv 
helpful.  If  you  would  like  a  cop)  to  take 
with  you,  ask  for  two  copies  of  the  eval- 
uation sheet  to  fill  out. 

|   |  ASHMEAD'S  KERNEL 
!  <  ( IX'S  ORANGE  riPPIX 

|   |  CALVILLE  BLANC  D'HIVER 
i  ESOPUS  SPITZENBURG 

I   |FUU 

[   j  GRIMES  GOLDEN 

|   |  KING  DAVID 
|  NEWTOWN  1ALBEMARI.E1 
PIPPIN 

[  |  RALLS 

|   |  RED  DELICIOUS 

j   [  STAYMAN  (A  Seedling  of  Winesap  i 

|   |  VIRGINIA  GOLD 
Taster's  Xante  C"  Addicts:  ( optional 


Presented  by:  Tom  Burford. 

PO  Box  367,  Monroe.  Virginia  245~4 

434-845-6074  burford@msn.com 


Friends  of  the  Library 

Minutes  of  the  Spring  Meeting 

30  March  2001 


The  activities  for  the  spring 
meeting  of  the  Friends  of 
the  Library  began  at  3  PM 
in  the  Browsing  Room  of  the 
Library  with  a  lecture  on  "Ralph 
Adams  Cram  and  Sweet  Briar 
College"  bv  Dr.  Aileen  "Ninie" 
Laing  Professor  of  Ait  History. 
Professor  Laing  was  preparing  an 
exhibit  on  Cram  for  the  Fall  2001 
Founder's  Day  celebration  and 
shared  many  of  her  findings  with 
the  Friends.  Cram  was  Sweet 
Briar's  original  architect.  Profes- 
sor Laing,  a  former  student  at 
Sweet  Briar,  has  taught  Art  His- 
tory at  the  college  for  30  years. 

Chairman  Nancy  Rasenberger 
'51  convened  the  spring  business 
meeting  of  the  Friends  of  the 
Library  in  the  Browsing  Room  of 
the  Library  on  March  30,  2001  at 
4  PM.  Those  present  were:  Greg 
&  Edna  Armstrong,  Nancy  Bald- 
win '57,  Carolyn  Bates,  Barbara 
Blair,  Marge  Freeman,  Dorothea 
Fuller  '53,  John  Goulde,  Ade- 
laide Hapala,  Karen  Hvde  '54, 
Lisa  Johnston,  Joyce  Kramar, 
Elizabeth  '59  &  Lloyd  Lipscomb, 
Joe  Malloy,  Stephen  &  Sigrid 
Mirabella,  Jane  Nelson  '66, 
Nancy  Rasenberger  '51,  Jody 
Reynolds,  Ann  Reams  '42,  Aine 
Richards  '84,  Jessica  Ward  '63, 
Melinda  Wheeler,  Donna  White- 
house,  Ann  Whitley  '47. 

Lisa  Johnston  extended 
regrets  from  Laura  Golev,  Allen 
Huszti  and  John  Jaffe  who  were 
unable  to  attend  the  meeting. 

MINUTES 

The  minutes  of  the  fall  meet- 
ing (2000)  of  the  Friends  of  the 
Library  were  approved  as  sub- 
mitted. 

MEMBERSHIP  COMMIT 
TEE  REPORT 

Donna  Whitehouse,  Director 
of  Stewardship  from  the  Sweet 
Briar  Development  Office  gave 
the  Membership  Committee 
Report.  As  of  March  30,  2001 
there  were  132  members  with  a 
total  contribution  of  $6,175.13. 
At  the  same  time  last  vear  there 
were  1 1 3  members  with  contri- 
butions totaling  $11,590.  Last 
year's    amount    included    several 


life  membership  payments. 

Mrs.  Whitehouse  reported 
that  the  Development  Office 
would  like  for  the  Friends  to 
consider  a  consolidated  mailing 
with  the  Friends  of  Art  and  the 
Friends  of  Athletics.  The  solicita- 
tions would  be  mailed  to  every- 
one on  the  college  database. 
After  some  discussion  the 
Friends  agreed  to  be  included  in 
the  joint  mailing.  The  solicita- 
tion is  expected  to  be  mailed 
some  time  in  the  Fall  of  2001. 

Mrs.  Whitehouse  announced 
that  it  is  projected  that  the  Col- 
lege would  need  to  raise  $10.2 
million  for  the  planned  renova- 
tions and  additions  to  the  library. 
Mrs.  Whitehouse  added  that  Mrs. 
Lawrence  G.  "Toni"  Nelson  has 
given  $150,000  towards  library 
renovations  and  there  is  hope  that 
a  reading  room  will  be  named  in 
honor  of  her  deceased  husband 
and  former  Professor  of  English 
at  Sweet  Briar,  Dr.  Lawrence  G. 
Nelson.  The  library  has  also 
received  a  bequest  from  the  estate 
of  Elizabeth  Bramham  Lee  '48 
for  approximately  $650,000  and 
her  family  is  also  looking  into 
naming  possibilities  in  the  new 
building.  Mrs.  Whitehouse 
reported  that  another  large  com- 
mitment is  in  the  works  and 
hopefully  this  can  be  reported  at 
the  next  Friends  meeting. 

TREASURER'S  REPORT 

John  Goulde  gave  the  Trea- 
surer's Report.  There  was  a 
beginning  total  of  $30,134  in  the 
Friends  budget.  Since  Fall,  the 
expenditures  were  $5,122,  oper- 
ating expenses  were  $3,979  and 
commitments  to  book  purchases 
was  $4,592,  leaving  a  total  rev- 
enue available  for  this  time  period 
of  $16,441.  Mr.  Goulde  pro- 
posed that  we  keep  the  same  bud- 
get we  had  this  year  for  the  next 
fiscal  year.  The  Friends  agreed  to 
this  proposal  and  accepted  the 
Treasurer's  Report. 

NEEDS  COMMITTEE 
REPORT 

Joyce  Kramar,  Acquisitions 
Assistant,  gave  the  Needs  Com- 
mittee   Report    for   Mr.    Huszti. 


Ms.  Kramar  requested  that  the 
Friends  accept  the  Needs  Com 

mittee's  list  of  purchases.  The  list 
of  purchases  came  to  $5,002.14. 
The  Friends  approved  the  pur- 
chase of  these  items. 

EVENTS  COMMITTEE 
REPORT 

Joe  Malloy,  Branch/ILL 
Librarian,  gave  the  Events  Com- 
mittee Report.  He  announced 
that  we  are  to  join  the  Friends  of 
Art  for  an  evening  honoring  Dr. 
Aileen  "Ninie"  Laing,  Professor 
of  Art  History,  who  will  be 
retiring  this  year.  Mr.  Malloy 
announced  that  the  Events 
Committee  is  ahvavs  happy  to 
accept  any  and  all  recommenda- 
tions for  speakers  and  programs 
for  our  meetings. 

PUBLICATIONS 
COMMITTEE  REPORT 

Joe  Malloy  gave  the  Publica- 
tions Committee  Report.  Mr. 
Malloy  passed  out  copies  of  the 
Spring  issues  of  the  Library 
Gazette.  This  issue  of  the  Gazette 
has  been  dedicated  to  Dr.  Richard 
Row  land,  a  longtime  Professor  of 
English  and  past  editor  of  the 
Library  Gazette.  Mr.  Malloy 
thanked  Mrs.  Ann  Whitley  '47 
and  Mrs.  Adelaide  Hapala  for 
their  wonderful  articles  they 
wrote  for  this  issue  of  the 
Gazette.  Mr.  Malloy  also  brought 
to  our  attention  the  article  in 
remembrance  of  Eleanor 
Bosworth  Shannon  '47.  The 
Shannons  donated  over  1000 
books  to  the  library  from  their 
extensive  collection.  Dr.  Edgar 
Shannon  was  a  former  President 
of  the  L'niversitv  of  Virginia. 

There  was  no  old  business. 

NEW  BUSINESS 

The  Fall  Meeting  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Library  will  be 
October  26,  2001. 

A  tentative  date  has  been  set 
for  April  5th  for  the  Spring  2002 
Meeting.  The  Friends  of  the 
Library  will  be  responsible  for  the 
speaker  and  dinner  at  the  Spring 
2002  meeting. 


LIBRARY  NEWS 

Lisa  Johnston,  Associate 
Director  of  the  Library,  reported 
on  the  latest  Library  news.  Mr. 

Malloy  introduced  Ms.  Jody 
Reynolds,  the  new  Library 
Branch  Assistant. 

Mr.  Malloy  reported  he  was 
coaching  the  Sweet  Briar  Softball 
team  and  will  teach  a  hiking  class 
and  First  Year  Seminar  class  next 
fall.  Ms.  Johnston  and  Ms.  Liz 
Linton,  Serial  Librarian,  taught 
First  Year  Seminar  classes  during 
the  Fall  2000  term. 

Ms.  Johnston  reported  on  sev- 
eral new  electronic  databases  we 
are  now  offering.  These  databases 
are  made  possible  through  our 
membership  with  VIVA  -  Virtual 
Library  of  Virginia  consortium. 

Ms.  Johnston  reported  that 
there  has  been  a  lot  of  activity 
concerning  the  physical  appear- 
ance of  the  Mary  Helen  Cochran 
Library.  New  windows,  doors, 
and  a  new  pool  with  fountain 
have  been  added  to  the  library. 
We  are  also  having  some  major 
renovations  done  to  the  original 
Rilph  Adams  Cram  stonework.  A 
new  elevator  has  been  installed 
and  work  for  handicap  access  will 
start  in  the  summer. 

Ms.  Johnston  reported  that 
the  Southern  Association  of  Col- 
leges and  Universities  reaccredit- 
ing  team  visited  the  Sweet  Briar 
recently.  The  library  staff  received 
a  commendation  from  SAC  for 
the  bibliographic  instruction  pro- 
gram. The  SACs  team  also 
addressed  the  issues  of  lack  of 
library  space  and  stagnant  acquisi- 
tions budget.  They  suggested  the 
college  explore  adding  an 
archivist  to  the  library  staff.  The 
college  received  very  few  recom- 
mendations from  the  visiting 
team,  reflecting  an  overall  excel- 
lent condition  of  the  institution. 

Ms.  Johnston  showed  the 
Friends  several  conceptual  draw- 
ings of  the  library  renovations 
and  additions  done  by  the  archi- 
tectural firm  of  Shepley,  Bulfinch, 
Richardson  and  Abbott.  These 
drawings  may  be  presented  to 

continued  on  pajjc  11 
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Friends  of  the  Library 

Minutes  of  the  Fall  Meeting 

26  October  2001 


The  activities  for  the  Fall 
Meeting  of  the  Friends  of 
the  Library  began  at  3  pm 
in  the  Browsing  Room  of  the 
Library  with  a  lecture  on  Vintage 
Varieties  of  Virginia  Apples  by 
Amherst  County  native,  Tom 
Burford.  Burford,  also  known  as 
"Dr.  Apple",  is  a  leading  authori- 
ty on  vintage  apple  varieties  and  is 
the  apple  orchard  consultant  at 
Monticello  in  Albemarle  County. 
He  has  also  published  several 
manuals  and  books  on  apple 
growing  and  grafting.  There  were 
over  50  apple  tasters  at  this  event. 
Dr.  John  Jaffe,  Director  of 
Libraries  and  Integrated  Learning 
Resources,  extended  greetings 
from  President  Elisabeth  Muh- 
lenfeld,  who  has  been  away  from 
the  College,  attending  the  Amer- 
ican Council  of  Education  meet- 
ings in  Washington  and  making 
calls  to  Sweet  Briar  friends  in  DC, 
Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New 
Jersey.  Allen  Huszti,  due  to  his 
involvement  in  a  concert,  was 
unable  to  attend  today  and  sends 
his  best. 

Jane  Nelson  '66,  Chairman, 
convened  the  Fall  Business  Meet- 
ing of  the  Friends  of  the  Library 
in  the  Browsing  Room  of  the 
Library  on  October  26,  2001  at  4 
pm.  Those  present  were:  Carolvn 
Bates,  Laura  Goley  '52,  John 
Goulde,  Adelaide  Hapala,  John 
Jaffe,  Lisa  Johnston,  Joyce  Kra- 
mar,  Joe  Mallov,  Stephen  & 
Sigrid  Mirabella,  Roe  Putz  '88, 
Ann  Reams  '42,  Anne  Richards 
'84,  Donna  Whitehouse,  Ann 
Whitley  '47. 

MINUTES 

The  minutes  of  the  Fall 
Meeting  (2001)  of  the  Friends 
of  the  Library  were  approved  as 
submitted. 

MEMBERSHIP 
COMMITTEE  REPORT 

Donna  Whitehouse,  Director 
of  Stewardship  from  the  Sweet 
Briar  Development  Office  gave 
the  Membership  Committee 
Report.  As  of  October  26,  2001 
there  are  60  members  with  a  total 
contribution  of  $3,120.  At  the 
same  time  last  year  there  were  20 


members  with  contributions 
totaling  $846. 

Mrs.  Whitehouse  reported 
that  we  had  a  good  response 
from  the  consolidated  mailing  of 
the  Friends  of  Art,  Friends  of  the 
Library  and  Friends  of  Athletics. 
The  Development  Office  is  now 
working  on  a  membership 
renewal  letter  and  that  will  be 
sent  out  soon. 

Mrs.  Whitehouse  reported 
that  the  College  has  received  a 
number  of  contributions  toward 
the  renovations  of  the  existing 
Library  facility. 

TREASURER'S  REPORT 

John  Goulde  gave  the  Treasurer's 
Report.  There  was  a  total  of 
$40,031  revenue  available  in  the 
Friends  budget.  After  expendi- 
tures, which  consist  of  the  operat- 
ing budget,  endowment  transfers 
and  book  purchases  we  have 
$14,377  revenue  available  for  the 
purchase  of  books  this  fiscal  year 
(2001/2002).  Mr.  Goulde 
requested  that  we  keep  the  same 
budget  as  last  year.  The  Friends 
accepted  the  budget  for  next  year 
and  approved  the  Treasurer's 
Report. 

NEEDS  COMMITTEE 
REPORT 

Lisa  Johnston  gave  the  Needs 
Committee  Report  for  Mr. 
Huszti.  Ms.  Johnston  requested 
that  the  Friends  accept  the  Needs 
Committee's  list  of  purchases. 
The  list  of  purchases  came  to 
$4,623.20.  The  Friends  approved 
the  purchase  of  these  items. 

EVENTS  COMMITTEE 
REPORT 

Joe  Mallov  reported  on  the 
Friends  events  for  the  spring, 
which  include  a  lecture  by 
Stephen  Mirabella  prior  to  the 
business  meeting  and  the  Gerhard 
Masur  Memorial  lecture  by 
Nicholas  Basbanes,  author,  news- 
paper editor.  Mr.  Basbanes  is  also 
the  father  of  Nicole  Basbanes  '04, 
who  works  in  the  Science  Library. 
Mr.  Basbanes  has  published  two 
works  pertaining  to  book  collect- 
ing: A  Gentle  Madness:  Biblio- 
philes,   Bibliomanes,    and    the 


Eternal  Passion  for  Books  and 
Patience  &  Fortitude:  A  Roving 
Chronicle  of  Book  People,  Book 
Places,  and  Book  Culture. 

PUBLICATIONS 
COMMITTEE  REPORT 

Joe  Mallov  reported  that  the  next 
Library  Gazette  would  be  pub- 
lished in  the  spring.  Contribu- 
tions of  articles  and  items  of 
interest  to  Friends  are  welcomed. 

OLD  BUSINESS 

There  was  no  old  business. 

NEW  BUSINESS 

The  Spring  Meeting  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Library  will  be  held 
on  April  12,2002. 

LIBRARY  NEWS 

Lisa  Johnston  reported  that  this 
tall  the  Library  acquired  12  Mac- 
intosh iBook  laptop  computers. 
These  replaced  the  computers  in 
the  Library's  Electronic  Class- 
room and  can  be  borrowed  by 
students  for  use  in  the  building. 
The  Main  Library  has  a  wireless 
network  that  allows  students 
using  the  iBooks  to  access  the 
Internet  and  LION  from  any- 
where in  the  building.  This  pro- 
gram has  become  very  popular 
with  the  computers  being 
checked  out  over  1,000  times 
this  term. 

Joe  Mallov  is  teaching  a  First 
Year  Seminar  class  and  a  PE  Hik- 
ing class  this  semester.  Mallov 
also  organized  the  first  annual 
Fiddle  Contest  for  the  State  Fair 
of  Virginia  in  Richmond  last 
September. 

Dr.  Jaffe  introduced  two  new 
library  staff  members:  LaVerne 
Paige  '03  (current  Turning 
Point  Student),  as  the  new  Tech- 
nical Services  Assistant;  and  Ro 
Putz  '88,  (former  Turning  Point 
Student)  as  the  new  Branch 
Libraries  Assistant. 

Dr.  Jaffe  also  reported  that  the 
Library  received  a  $250,000 
grant  to  create  a  new  position  as 
Instructional  Technologist  for  the 
college.  The  funding  comes  from 
the  Jessie  Ball  DuPont  Founda- 
tion. Katherine  Cook,  '94  has 
been  hired  as  the  Academic  Tech- 


nologist/Trainer, replacing 

Shawn  Brenneman  who  took  a 
teaching  position  at  Radford  Uni- 
versity.  Katherine  is  coming  back 
to  Sweet  Briar  after  completing 
her  Masters  at  UVA  and  manag- 
ing student  computer  training 
there.  She  is  presently  completing 
her  PhD  at  the  Curry  School  of 
the  University  of  Virginia. 

Dr.  Jaffe  reported  on  recent 
repairs  that  have  been  done 
inside  and  outside  of  the  library: 
new  front  doors,  patio  and  pool 
out  front,  environmental  work, 
security'  and  the  deterioration  of 
the  stone  work  in  front  of  the 
building. 

Dr.  Jaffe  reported  that  we 
have  raised  $2,400,000  for  the 
renovation  of  the  library. 

Bookshop  as  always  will  give 
the  Friends  of  the  Library  a  10% 
discount  on  books. 

Professor  of  Music,  Rebecca 
McNutt  will  be  giving  a  piano 
recital  in  the  Chapel  this  evening 
at  7:30  pm.  We  hope  that  those 
of  vou  who  can  will  attend. 

Also,  Jane  Nelson  invites 
those  who  would  like  to,  to  join 
her  for  dinner  in  the  dining  hall  as 
guests  of  the  library. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned. 

Continued  from  page  10 
possible  donors  when  the  fund 
raising  effort  begins. 

Ms.  Freeman,  Head  of  Tech- 
nical Services,  mentioned  that 
the  library  would  be  looking 
into  purchasing  a  new  electronic 
catalog  system  within  the  next 
few  years.  She  reported  that  we 
are  investigating  all  options. 

Ms.  Rasenberger  '51  intro- 
duced Ms.  Jane  Nelson  '66  as 
our  new  Chairman  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Library,  beginning 
with  the  Fall  2001  Meeting.  Ms. 
Rasenberger's  term  ended  with 
the  Spring  2001  meeting. 

Ms.  Johnston  thanked  Ms. 
Rasenberger  for  all  her  wonder- 
ful work  on  behalf  of  the 
Friends.  A  picture  of  the  library 
was  later  presented  to  Mrs. 
Rasenberger  on  behalf  of  the 
Friends. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned. 


// 


Sweet  Briar  College  Friends  of  Libraries 
Announces  The  Gehard  Masur  Memorial  Lecturer 

Spring  2002 


Nicholas  A.  Basbanes,  author  of  Patience  &  Fortitude: 
A  Roving  Chronicle  of  Book  People,  Book  Places,  and 
Book  Culture  (HarperCollins  2001)  and  A  Gentle 
Madness:Bibliophiles,  Bibliomanes,  and  the  Eternal  Passion 
for  Books  (Holt,  1995)  will  speak  to  the  Sweet  Briar  College 
Friends  of  Libraries  and  Friends  of  Art  at  8  PM  on  Friday 
April  12,  2002.  His  talk,  "The  Cycle  of  Books:  An  Unending 
Exploration"  will  take  place  in  the  Wailes  Conference  Center 
on  Sweet  Briar's  campus  and  will  be  the  2002  Gehard  Masur 
Memorial  Lecture.  Copies  of  the  books  are  available  in  the 
Sweet  Briar  Bookshop  and  will  be  available  at  the  talk.  Mr. 
Basbanes  will  be  available  to  sign  them  after  his  lecture. 

Nicholas  Basbanes'  daughter,  Nicole,  is  a  sophomore  at 
Sweet  Briar  College  and  is  employed  in  the  Fanny  B.  Fletcher 
Science  Library. 

Nicholas  A.  Basbanes  was  born  in  Lowell, 
Massachusetts,  in  1943,  graduated  from  Bates 
College  in  1965,  and  received  a  master  of  arts 
degree  from  Pennsylvania  State  University 
while  serving  as  a  naval  officer  aboard  the 
Nicholas  Basbanes 


aircraft  carrier  Oriskany  in  the  Tonkin  Gulf  in  1969.  An 
award-winning  investigative  reporter  during  the  early  1970s, 
Basbanes  was  literary  editor  of  the  Worcester  Sunday  Telegram 
from  1978  to  1991,  and,  for  the  next  eight  years,  wrote  a 
nationally  syndicated  column  on  books  and  authors.  He  is  a 
former  president  of  the  Friends  of  the  Robert  H.  Goddard 
Library  of  Clark  University,  which  has  established  a  student 
book-collecting  competition  in  his  honor.  His  first  book,  A 
Gentle  Madness,  was  a  finalist  for  the  National  Book  Critics 
Circle  Award  in  nonfiction  and  was  named  a  New  York  Times 
Notable  Book  of  the  Year. 

The  meeting  of  the  Friends  of  the  Library  is  held  in  con- 
junction with  the  Friends  of  the  Art  and  the  groups  alternate 
responsibility  for  the  lecture  that  accompanies  the  meetings. 
Every  other  year  the  Friends  of  the  Library  present  the  Gehard 
Masur  Memorial  Lecture  in  honor  of  Gehard  Masur,  Friend  of 
the  Librarv  and  Professor  of  History  at  Sweet  Briar  College. 
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